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Programme Note: 
Caer Drewyn is a piece in inspired by an iron age hill fort based in Corwen, North Wales. The fort was historically a strategic outpost 
for both the English and Welsh forces during different points in history, where it is also said to be the place where Owain Glyndŵr was 
proclaimed the ‘Prince of Wales’. To represent this, I wanted to use medieval and early music techniques to create the impression of a 
distance hill fort, looking over Corwen, Llangollen and beyond.  Through these techniques I weave two musical ideas: the first idea is 
a brooding and ominous cantus firmus line, which transforms over the course of the piece. The second is a fanfare-like gestures 
providing the rhythmical impetuous throughout. As the piece opens mysteriously, where drones and melodic lines appear in the bass 
soli, where the music material is explored through colour and resonance of the orchestra. After distant fanfares, the music takes a 
dramatic turn where ostinati and rhythmic propulsion creates a sense of momentum and excitement. Musically, the sense of pulsation 
unravels where the fanfares and melodic lines become more desperate and frantic, where the brass play a prominent role. The piece 
then closes calmly and reflectively, with resonances in different instrumental groups representing the historic landmark watching the 
passage of time through to the present day.  

 Cameron Biles-Liddell (November 2022)  

Caer Drewyn was written for the BBC National Orchestra of Wales’ Composition: Wales Programme for 2022 - 2023 and was 
workshopped and subsequently premiered by the BBC National Orchestra of Wales (BBC NOW) on the 7th March, Hoddinott Hall. 

For more information about score and parts: www.cameronbiles-liddell.com 

Duration: 8’  

Performance Notes: 
• Double basses marked ‘battuto’ should hit the open strings with either their hand or bow.  

• In the opening double bass soli section (To Figure A), if the basses are not divisible by 3 then the remaining basses should enter at 
Figure A, marked ‘tutti’. 

• Double bass harmonics sound are notated to sound an octave lower always.  

• At the climax, marked figure ’H’, the string figurations marked ‘wild pitch approx.’ should be treated gesturally.  

• Arrows indicate moving from one playing position to another, for example sul pont to ordinario.  

Mutes Required: 

French Horns: Either wooden or metal mute (marked con sord. In the score)  

Trumpets: harmon mute & straight mute.  

Trombones: straight mute (marked con sord. in the score) 

Tuba: wooden or metal mute (marked con sord. In the score)  

 

Transposed Score 

http://www.cameronbiles-liddell.com


Percussion List:  

Percussion 1  

Bass Drum 
Temple Block (Low) 

Tenor Drum 
Three Tom-Toms (Low, Med. & High)  

Medium Suspended Cymbal 
Tam-Tam 
Triangle  

Whip 

Percussion 2 

Two Tom-Toms (Low & High) 
Large Suspended Cymbal  

Gong (undefined pitch - Low) 
Marimba (A-C) 

Vibraphone 
 



Caer Drewyn was composed for the BBC National Orchestra of Wales’ Composition:  
Wales 2022-2023 Programme.



Instrumentation

	

2	-	F lutes	(2
nd
	Piccolo)

2	-	Oboes	(2
nd
	Cor	Anglais)

2	-	Clar inets	in	B bb	(2
nd	
on	Bass	Clar inet	in	B bb)

2	-	Bassoons	(2
nd	
on	Contrabassoon)	

4	-	Horns	in	F

2	-	Trumpets	in	B bb

3	-	Trombones	(3
rd	
on	Bass	Trombone)	

1 	-	Tuba	

1 	-	Timpani	

2	-	Percussionists	

1 	-	Harp

	

12	-	First	Viol ins

10	-	Second	Viol ins

8	-	Violas

6	-	Cel los

4	-	Double	Basses	

(with	C	extension)	
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