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Programme Note 

Aftershocks is a piece that explores aspects of momentum by taking inspiration from the seismological 
concepts of earthquakes and their consequent tremors, aftershocks. The music formed of two structural 
‘waves’, both bookending the more darker, brooding material in the middle. The piece makes use of 
melodic fragments based upon a cellular idea to create a sense of forward motion and drama within the 
piece, where the more rhythmical material is superimposed on the more melodic based material. By the 
end, the musical fragments break down and reaches a crisis point, where the music cannot retain its 
stability, highlighting the devastating impact of this natural phenomenon.  

Cameron Biles-Liddell (April 2022)  

Aftershocks was first workshopped by the Royal Scottish National Orchestra as part of their annual 
Composers’ Hub scheme in May 2022.  

Duration: 10’  

Percussion List:  

Percussion 1:  
*Bass Drum 
Woodblock 

Tam-Tam  
Large Suspended Cymbal  
Triangle (Medium Sized) 

Marimba  

Percussion 2:  
*Bass Drum 

Medium Suspended Cymbal 
Tom-Toms (Low, Medium & High) 

Temple Blocks (Low Medium & High) 

*Bass Drum is Shared between Percussion 1 & 2  

Score is Transposed



Instrumentation

	

1 	-	Piccolo

1 	-	F lute	

2	-	Oboes	

2	-	Clar inets	in	B bb	(2
nd	
on	Bass	Clar inet	in	B bb)

2	-	Bassoons	(2
nd	
on	Contrabassoon)	

4	-	Horns	in	F

2	-	Trumpets	in	B bb

3	-	Trombones	(3
rd	
on	Bass	Trombone)	

1 	-	Tuba	

Timpani	

2	-	Percussionists	

Harp	
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