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Programme Note: 

Clockwork Dances is a piece that explores momentum and rhythmic pulsation through 
two main ideas: a static melodic cantus and a rhythmically active dance-like material. In 
particular, the title is derived from this combination of regularity in pulsation found in 
‘clockwork’ constantly ticking, which is then contrasted with rhythmical energy found in 
dance like material in compound metre in an attempt to subvert this sense of pulse. As 
the piece progresses the dance-like material moves from gestural, abstract content to 
more pronounced where pulse remains consistent. By the conclusion the musical ideas 
disintegrate into their constituent elements of pulsation and resonance, leaving only 
fragments of the dance behind.  

Cameron Biles - Liddell (2022) 

Performance Note  

• Diamond note heads indicate fingered pitches for the violin and cello. In the final 
section the harmonics in the piano are found by touching the first node closest to the 
dampeners, with the resultant pitches being notated above the diamond note head.  
These should be possible to achieve whilst remaining sat at the keyboard and ideally 
precise in pitch, rather than being treated gesturally.  

This piece was first workshopped and recorded by members of  
Psappha Ensemble in Halle St. Peters, 2022.  

Duration: Ca. 7’ 
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